
Introduction
Minialbum is a very simple plug-in for Wordpress that adds a small photo album for up to 
25 images in a post. The layout is fixed, but the look can be completely styled using CSS. 
The plug-in requires no database tables to work; all information it needs to work is stored 
on the filesystem and in a postʼs custom tags.
 

What it is not
Minialbum is not a full-featured gallery. It can only handle a fixed layout, and has a fixed 
number of 25 image slots. No more, no less. Though you can leave slots empty if you 
donʼt have 25 images and a single image can occupy either 1 or 4 image slots.
 

 

How to use Minialbum
After downloading, upzipping and copying the qixis-minialbum.php to Wordpressʼ plug-ins 
folder (wp-content/pugins), activate the plug-in using the Wordpress administration panel.
When the plug-in is activated it scans all posts for the tag ʻ<minialbum>ʼ and inserts the 
photo album in its place. One minialbum per post is supported.
 



File layout
As said before, the plug-in does not require any database tables. The layout is stored on 
the web serverʼs file system. Minialbum expects the following layout:

minialbum/
  110px/
  230px/
  600px/
  layout.txt

The folders 110px and 230px contain the thumbnail images shown in the minialbum. When 
the user clicks on an image, the version stored in 600px is shown. For best results, make 
sure the thumbnails are square and exactly 110 or 230 pixels in size. The large images 
may be any size you want, as long as the width or height does not exceed 600 pixels.
Minialbum scans the 600px folder and makes a list of all files it finds there. This list is sorted 
alphabetically. The first item in the list gets index ‘1′, the second item ‘2′, and so on. These indices 
are important for the layout.txt file.

Layout
The file ʻlayout.txtʼ determines which images are shown in the image slots. It ,ust be a text 
file with 5 lines of 5 numbers, separated by spaces. Hereʼs an example, the ʻlayout.txtʼ 
used in the illustration above:

1 2 3 4 5
6 -7 0 8 9
10 0 0 11 12
13 14 -15 0 16
0 17 0 0 18

As you can see, there are 25 numbers in this file. Each number represents an image from 
the list of files the plug-in just scanned and sorted. If a number is ʻ0′, the image slot is left 
empty. If you use a negative number (like the ʻ-7′ in the example) a larger thumbmail is 
used and the image uses 4 image slots. Make sure the slots next to and below such an 
image remain empty by filling them with zeroes.

Custom fields
The last step to get it all working is to include a custom field with your post: 
ʻminialbum_rootʼ. In this field you put the file path, relative to the root of your website. In 
the case of the live demo, with wordpress in the root folder of the webserver, and the 
minialbumʼs files stored in ʻ/images/minialbums/demo/ʼ, the fieldʼs value must be ʻimages/
minialbums/demo/ʼ.
That’s it.

Cool. But how do I prepare the thumbnails…
… isnʼt this a lot of work?
Maybe it is. I have automated the whole process using a very simple unix shell script, 
where I let imagemagick do the resizing and square cropping of my images. It looks like 
this:

http://www.qixis.com/minialbum/www.imagemagick.com
http://www.qixis.com/minialbum/www.imagemagick.com


#!/bin/bash
rm -rf 110px;
rm -rf 230px;
rm -rf 600px;
mkdir 110px;
mkdir 230px;
mkdir 600px;
mkdir temp;
for I in `ls full`; do
echo "Working on $I"
convert -resize 110x110^ full/$I temp/$I.png
convert -gravity center -crop 110x110+0+0 temp/$I.png 110px/$I
convert -resize 230x230^ full/$I temp/$I.png
convert -gravity center -crop 230x230+0+0 temp/$I.png 230px/$I
convert -resize 600x600 full/$I 600px/$I
done
rm -rf temp;

Styling Minialbum
Minialbum can be styled using regular CSS, just like the rest of your website. The following 
CSS classes are used:

.minialbum

.minialbum .smallframe

.minialbum .smallframe:hover

.minialbum .bigframe

.minialbum .bigframe:hover

.minialbum .photoframe

.minialbum .photoimage

The names of the classes are fairly self-explaining. The frames are used for the small (1 
picture cell) and large (4 picture cells) images. By styling the ʻ:hoverʼ, you can create a 
nice hot-tracking effect when the mouse hovers over an image.

Where can I get it?
Qixis Minialbum version 0.1 (zip)

http://www.qixis.com/downloads/qixis-minialbum-0.1.zip
http://www.qixis.com/downloads/qixis-minialbum-0.1.zip

